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i his cherished 


I relaunched and retitled Thor: God of Thunder, he took inspiration from 
Conan the Barbarian novels and the storytelling techniques of their author, Robert E. 
Howard. "One of the things I always loved about the Howard stories is how he skipped 
around all throughout Conan's timeline," Aaron says. "We got to see adventures of young 
Conan and also of grizzled old King Conan. I wanted something that was so huge and 
epic — a story you could only do with Thor. So the idea of having one villain that he 
encountered over the course of thousands and thousands of years I thought was fun." 
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F or his opening act on Thor: God of Thunder, Jason Aaron had removed Thor from his 
usual surroundings and closest allies, choosing to shine the spotlight on the Thunder 
God himself. But as Aaron began his second year on the book, he returned his title 
character to the gleaming city of Asgardia — hovering, as it was, in the skies above Broxton, 
Oklahoma — to begin a new tale steeped in the comic book lore. "This is the story of 
those Nine Worlds," Aaron wrote, "and of the one mighty god who bestrode them all." 















"Svartalfheim is a tough place to grow up. The Dark Elves were always 
fighting with somebody. They were very much a war-ravaged people. 
That's where Malekith grew up, and it's a very tragic childhood tale. 
You would think he would be the opposite of what he is — that 
he would want to eradicate war. Instead, in his mind, that would 
make his life and his suffering meaningless. He's got to continue 
that war — if anything, ramp it up and spread it everywhere." 
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"The League of Realms [was full of] all-new characters. That's part of the fun 
— the world-building of all these different worlds. I liked the idea of doing the 
Avengers of the different realms, and we can certainly expect to see them again." 
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A fter subjecting Thor to an epic struggle across time against Gorr the God Butcher and a 

battle in vain against his old enemy Malekith, Jason Aaron sought to introduce a different 
kind of villain — one the Thunder God could not so easily hit with his hammer. 

And so in his next arc — "The Last Days of Midgard," its title laden with meaning — the 
writer and returning artist Esad Ribic' pitted Thor against the notorious Roxxon Corporation. 




"I wanted to bring Jane back as a supporting character without making her a love 
interest again. After eleven issues of Thor running around through space fighting 
serial killers of gods and doing all these amazing things, he comes back to Earth 
and he still can't do anything to help someone he loves — she's going to have 
to fight that fight one her own. Of course, later on, that fight gets even more 
complicated — but I can't say I had all of that in mind when I brought her in." 
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"Esad's design is terrific,,I really love *: 

how it is a mix of traditionally feminine 
and masculine attributes. I especially 
love the little details Esad incorporated, 
like the symbol on her helmet and 
the diamond-shaped pendant on her A 
chest plate. I've really loved seeing 
people cosplay Thor and build their $ , 
own versions of her costume." 


T he impact of Original Sin was not limited to the revelations regarding Heven and Angela. 

In the series'climactic battle on the moon, Nick Fury — with the knowledge of the Watcher 
— whispers into Thor's ear.. .and renders him no longer worthy to wield Mjolnir! 




"This is the first 
drawing I ever 
did of the female 
Thor: a layout for 
what became the 
Thor #1 cover. 
Originally, this 
was just supposed 
to be a variant 
cover, and I didn't 
even have the job 
of drawing the 
interiors. I had just 
finished my third 
issue of Cyclops, 
and was about 
to leave for my 
honeymoon, when 
Thor editor Wil 
Moss emailed me 


to ask about doing 
the variant. I said I 
was interested and 
asked if we could 
talk more when I 
got back from my 
trip. Within a week 
of being back, I 
was off Cyclops 
and on Thor. The 
Thor #1 cover is 
really special to 
me and is still one 
of my favorites 
from the series." 








































































"The Unworthy Thor is Just 
a stripped-down version. 
Half of his defining 
props are missing, and' 
that is basically it." 





































W ith Thor's identity revealed as Dr. Jane Foster, Jason Aaron and Russell Dauterman 
could finally begin the tale they really wanted to tell — of their hero battling gods, 
monsters, aliens, villains.. .and something far, far worse: cancer. Each time Jane 
transforms into Thor, she undoes all the good her chemotherapy treatments have been doing. 
"I think we knew that was a powerful story,"Aaron says, "particularly powerful for people 
dealing with that in their own lives. It was clearly a different story from those I'd done before. 
And I think, in a lot of ways, it's the most Marvel of all the Marvel comics I've done. The idea 
of this person who is fighting this very real battle in her mortal life and, as a result, is pretty 
weak and frail, but she can come along and pick up the hammer and be transformed into 
the Mighty Thor. But at the same time, by doing that she's only making her problem worse 
— she's killing herself more each time. That to me feels like a very Marvel Comics idea." 


says. "Like, would we get six months with Jane as Thor? Who knows. 
Thankfully, the response was great—especially from a lot of people picking 
up the book who had never read Thor before — and sales went up!" 

and his cabal, with the War of the Realms beginning in earnest. Aaron says he 
knew it was "risky" to start the new series with a war that was "not going to end 
for a long, long time," but he felt the moment was right. "At some point I decided 
I was going to be on Thor until they just physically took it away from me," he 

to do it until they tell me to stop. Thankfully nobody has told me to stop. I knew 





























































"I loved the idea of Odin coming back with this murderous brother and kind of just 
saying, 'He's a good guy now — I've forgiven him.' Cul's part of the court of Asgard. 
I'm definitely trying to play up the Game of Thrones aspect of having people in that 
throne room who have tried to murder one another." - jason aaron 





























A ll good things must come to an end. And so it was with Jane Foster's time as Thor. 

But before she would put down her hammer for the final time, Jason Aaron and 
Russell Dauterman were determined to fashion an epic send-off worthy of their hero. 
The sprawling saga begins with Fire Goblins from Muspelheim bringing Malekith's war to 
Nidavellir and claiming the lives of refugee Light Elf children under Volstagg's protection. 
Filled with rage, Volstagg heads to Old Asgard and claims the hammer of the Ultimate Thor 
— becoming a vengeance-filled War Thor! This brings him into conflict with Sindr, queen of 
Muspelheim — and with Jane herself! But even worse is to follow. Thanks to the machinations 
of Malekith, the Mangog — the manifested vengeance of a billion billion souls, the ultimate 
judgment of the gods — arrives on Asgard's doorstep. And it comes at exactly the wrong time, 
just as Jane is given a terrible prognosis on Earth. Her transformations into Thor are purging 
her chemotherapy drugs from her system, meaning her cancer has become steadily worse 
— and lifting Mjolnir one more time will kill her. Both the Odinson and Odin stand in the 
Mangog's way, but they are not enough. Jane will join the fight, and damn the consequences! 
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"I started 
playing with 
panel layout 
a lot more 
during my 
run on Thor. 

the panel 
shapes mimic 

happening 
within them. 
When the 
Rainbow 

destroyed, 

I thought it'd 
be cool to 
have the panel 
borders crack 
as the bridge 
cracked and 
shatter when 
the bridge 
shattered." 
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W ith 2018's Thor, Jason Aaron reinvented everything all over again. "It was about shifting 
gears and establishing a completely new status quo for Thor Odinson," Aaron says. 

"He reclaims his name, but he's not coming back to be exactly who he was before. He'" 
still a very different Thor, in a very different place in life, so that was a lot of fun, because — even 
though I have been writing Thor for a lot of years — I don't feel like I'm repeating myself. I write 
different Thors, tell a lot of different kinds of stories, so this was another chance to really mix it up." 
















si/5k 



"Niffleheim hasn't fallen, but it is definitely more chaotic than before. You've 
got the queens of Hel now, Hela and Kamilla, who aren't exactly the best 
of friends — an uneasy union ruling the land of the dead. So it certainly 
leaves a question mark as to which side of the war this realm would fall 
on. Even when Malekith doesn't completely decimate or take control, just 
like he never really attacked Asgard, he still manages to manipulate things 
to create ruin and confusion and chaos all around, just to aid his cause." 
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"Thor took 


spaceship 
of Angels, 
but not the 
queen — not 
the entirety 
of the forces 
of Heven. 

The Angels 
of Heven will 
be a big part 
of Malekith's 
army when 
it hits the 
shores of 
Midgard." 










"I knew even 
when we got 
to end of the 
story of Jane 
Thor that it 
wasn't the 
end of Jane's 
story. Jane's 
not going 
anywhere — 
she will have 
a role to play 
in War of the 
Realms." 





















"One of the first big things we saw Roz doing in the Battle of Broxto 
was taking on a whole bunch of Trolls. Clearly, she is still dealing 











THE MAN OF LETTERS 

The one constant of Jason Aaron's saga of Thor run has been its letterer — 
Virtual Calligraphy's Joe Sabino. Here he shares his thoughts on putting the 










THE WAR OF 
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AFTERWORD 






